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Fellow  Citiz-eiiB; 

THE  tVamers  of  our  social  compact,  profiting  by  the  e% 
perience  of  all  nations,   to  secure  from  liglit  and  capricious 
clianges   those   institutions   of  Government,    which,  on   ac- 
count of  Ihcir  superior  importance,  are  coupled  with  first 
principles  and  embodied  in  the  constitution,  did  most  wisely 
ordaui  tiiat  the  solemn   measure  of  a  convention  should  not 
be  proposed  to  the  people  by  any  authority  short  of  a  majo- 
rity of  two-thirds  of  the  general  assembly. — Wie  are  invited 
to  vote  on  this  subject,   at  the  next  election,  by  a  very  diii'er- 
erit  sort  of  majority  from  tiiat  intended  by  tlie  constitution^ 
and  framed  after  a  new  fashion,  which  it   will   be  right  for 
ns  to  examine  before  we  give  it  our  countenance:     The  his- 
tory of  the  business  appears  to  be,  shortly,  this-^. 
-A   Certain  members  of  that  body,  anxious  to  introduce  a  for» 
bidden  system  amongst  us,  formed  themselves  into  a  junto 
or  cajicus  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  session,  and 
offered  to  other  members  their  votes  in  favour  of  any  propo- 
sitiou  which  those  members  had  an  interest  in  carrying,  in 
consideration  of  their  pledging  themselves  to  support  the  mea- 
sure of  a  convention.     By  the  accession  of  these,  their  first 
victims,  the  caucus  became,  in  fact,  the  legislature^  as,  by 
comprising  a  majority  of  both  houses,    it  was  capable  of 
carrying  every  question,  that  one  excepted. — Others  of  your 
representatives,  who  had  not,  as  yet,  bartered  away  their 
independence,  soon  discovered  that  they  were  completely  at 
the  mercy  of  the  junto;  and,  in  order  to  recover  the  means 
•f  serving  their  constituents  on  those  points  of  local  inter^sty 
which,  when  combined,    form  the    general  weal,    suffered 
themselves,  one  by  one,  to  be  bought  over,  until  the  fac- 
tion had  accpiired  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number 
of  votes,  the  strength  requisite  for  carrying  their  favourite 
measure — without    the  accomplishment  of  which,  they  de- 
clared, they  would  not.  quit  Vandalia. 

They  repeatedly  tried  their  strength  by  preparatory  reso- 
lutiong,  and  at  i«ugth,  cm  the  fifth  of  FebrMary,  brought  for- 


Ward  the  main  question,  but  it  was  decided  against  them  by 
a  majoritj  of  two.  Tliey  were  not,  however,  to  be  so 
baffled; — th(*y  carried  a  vote  of  re-consideration,  and  the  re- 
solution was  hiid  upon  the  table. 

On  the  eleventh  of  February,  havins;  gained  over  the 
deficient  votes  by  means  which  it  might  seem  ii  vidious  te 
detail,  the  resolutibn  was  again  brought  forward,  and 
again  lust  through  the  defection  of  a  member,  who,  on  th© 
former  occasion,  had  voted  for  it. — Notwithstanding  this 
second  decision,  they  persevered  in  their  purpose. 

One  of  the  party,  although  in  the  constikitional  mino» 
rity  on  the  last  division,  again  moved  a  re-consideratioa 
of  the  question.  The  speaker  declared  the  motion  lo  be 
out  of  order,  because  the  mover  was  in  the  minority,  'ihey 
attempted  to  over-rule  the  decision  of  the  speaker,  by  an 
a^jpeal  to  the  house,  but  the  chair  was  supported  by  a 
majority  of  three. 

Mere,  it  might  be  supposed,  the  question  was  finally 
decided,  and  would  havo  been  allowed  to  rest; — but  it  prov« 
ed  otherwise.  On  the  succeeding  day  the  vote  coujirwiiig 
Hie  speaker^s  decision  was  reversed^  and  the  motion  for  re- 
consideration, made  by  one  of  the  minority,  carried: — and 
to  extinguish  the  vote  of  the  defaulter,  and  create  a  fa- 
vourable one  in  the  room  of  it,  as  no  such  vote  could  be 
found  in  the  house,  they  had  recourse  to  a  proceeding 
the  most  unjust,  and  impudently  tyrannical,  that  ever,  as 
I  believe,  disgraced  the  legislature  of  a  free  country:  — 
By  an  arbitrary  resolution,  in  direct  violation  of  law,  they 
expelled  one  of  your  representatives,  who  had  been  estab- 
lished in  his  seat  by  the  decision  of  the  house,  and  iutro- 
duced,  in  hi«  room,  a  man  favourable  to  their  views,  who 
had  been  declared,  by  the  same  decision,  not  to  be  a  re- 
presentative.--Having  accomplished  this,  they  brought  for^ 
ward  the  main  question  the  third  time,  and  carried  it  by 
the  vote  of  this  man,  whom  they  created  a  member  for  the 
express  purpose,  at  the  close  of  the  session. 

Now^,  fellow^  citizens!  I  ask  you  how  you  feel  under 
this  sort  of  legislation?  and  the  reply  I  seem  to  hear,  from 
one  end  of  the  state  to  the  other,  is  this— ^«  We  have  been 
insulted  and  abused  by  a  base  Miction;  but,  unless  it  be  by 
the  appointment  of  such  men  for  our  representatives,  we  arc 
not,  as  yet,  degraded.  The  infamy  rests,  at  present,  on  the 
heads  of  these  persons— and    there  let    it  remain!    If  we 


^ould[  give  our  sanction  to  their  conduct,  by  votiftg  for  a  cot^ 
vention,  at  f.heir  instigation — then,  indeed,  would  disgrace 
cover  the  country,  and  to  be  a  citizen  of  Illinois  will  be  no 
honourable  distinction." 

8  his  question  having  been  thus  forced  upon  the  people,  in 
defiance  of  law  and  constitution,  our  courde,  in  regxrd  to  it. 
Is  plain: — We  must,  on  the  present  occasion,  vote  a^uinst  a 
convention,  or  become  accomplices  in  these  nefarious  doings. 
There  are,  no  doubt,  various  particulars  in  our  instituiions 
which  require  amendment,  as,  in  the  early  stages  of  a  go- 
vernment;, will  naturally  be  the  case.     It  is  new,  and  hafi 
hardly  had  a  fair  trial.     At  a  proper  season,  when  our  ho- 
neat  representatives,  after  due  deliberation,  shall,  by  a  con- 
stitutional majority,  have  resolved  to  propose  it  to  us,  let  liS 
iheii  have  a  convention.     The  defects  of  the  present  system 
are  not  of  a  nature  so  urgent  as  to  forbid  a  short  delay,  and 
'♦ve  shall  be  the  better  qualified  for  a  revision  of  the  eonstitu- 
^on  from  longer  experience,     A  change  in  the  county  com- 
missioners'  courts — the  removal  of  the  seat  of  government, 
and  annual  sessions  '»f  the  legislature — are,  1  believe,  the 
chief  amendments  talked  of.     If  the  objections  to  the  thing, 
as  now  proposedf  had  no  existence,  it  would  be  w  ell  for  us 
4o  count  the  cost  of  a  convention,  and  to  consider,  if,  in  the 
exhausted,  and  more  than  exhausted,  the  insolvent,  state  of 
ihe  treasury,  it  would  be  discreet  to  add  that  expense  to  our 
present  pecuniary  embarrassment.     In  a  few  years  it  is  pro- 
bable we  may  better  atiford  it;  but,  just  now,  the  charge  of 
the  remedy,  1  do  think,  would  be  felt  by  the  people  a  greater 
grievance  than  all  the  diseases  complained  of. 

But  the  disease  in  the  legislature  demands  our  immediate 
4ittention;  for  there  the  interests  of  the  publick  have  been 
bou^t  and  sold  in  the  face  of  day;  the  law  of  elections,  and 
the  established  rules  of  legislative  proceedings,  have  been 
set  at  nought,  in  order  to  thrust  this  question  upon  us.  Such 
a  scene  of  base  intrigue  was  never  before  exhibited  under  a 
representative  government,  as  prevailed  at  Vandalia  through 
•the  last  session. 

It  cannot  be  for  the  interest  or  the  honour  of  the  citizens  of 
Illinois  that  their  affairs  should  be  so  conducted.  Even  if 
the  object  were  beneficial,  and  should  accord  with  our  wishes, 
to  receive  it  through  so  impure  a  channel,  would  be  unworthy 
of  republicans.  When  we  require  a  convention,  we  c  n 
have  one,  according  to  tiie  constitution,  through  a  6ouii(i  and 
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iPtspRctable  legislatnM.  We  are  notreaiiced  to  the  hnmilia' 
tion  of  obiaining  it  by  intrigue  and  cliicMnery,  or  of  accept- 
ing it  from  iiands  whicli  have  violated  our  rights  in  the  legis- 
lative asseml)ly,  (heir  proper  sanctuary!  Thougli  nugatory 
in  point  of  law,  as  having  been  illegally  and  ctu'rnptly  car- 
ried? this  measure  will  become  a  precedent  for  similar 
abuses,  if  it  receive  tlie  sanction  of  the  people.  Should  the 
mines  of  Golcond?)  be  offered  to  us  on  these  terms,  we  slionld 
reject  the  offer  with  disdain.— -Such  are,  or  ought  to  be,  ouj 
reflections  at  this  important  crisis. 

Injustice,  committed  by  a  private  citizen,  is  bounded  in  its 
mischief  by  the  nature  of  the  act,  and  the  perpetrator,  being 
iin  object  of  contempt,  is  not  likely  to  prejudice  publick  mo- 
rals by  the  influence  of  example.  Enormities  arfe  cpmmitted 
by  despots  in  the  wantonness  of  power,  and  the  people  sub- 
mit until  they  acquire  the  means  of  avenging  themselves;  but, 
as^tiiey  detest  the  tyrant,  and  abhor  the  tyranny,  their  sense 
of  right  may  not  be  vitiated  by  Ihe  crimes  ©f  their  rulers. 
But  when  a  domineering  faction,  in  a  representative  govern- 
ment, commits  injustice,  covering  its  deeds  with  the  forms  of 
legal  enactment,  a  people,  conscious  of  these  proceedings^ 
and  submitting  to  them  because  they  may  chance  to  accord 
with  their  inclination  or  supposed  interest,  bows  its  neck  t© 
the  yoke,  and  is  unworthy  to  rank  among  republicans; — be- 
cause, from  that  time,  their  government  ceases  to  be  a  repre- 
sentative government.  One  faction,  having  accomplished  its 
purpose,  gives  place  to  another,  and  that  to  a  third — until  it 
sinks  into  despotism  of  the  meanest  character;  a  tyranny  of 
knaves,  without  honour  or  principle,  or  publick  spirit!  What 
that  is  worth  preserving  can  remain  alive  under  such  a  system? 

*'  Vhe  end  justifies  the  means,"  say  these  lawless  politi- 
cians, but  it  is  a  villainous  plea,  and  would  end  in  the  de- 
structioB  of  our  liberties.  Woald  to  heaven  that  were  all  the 
end  they  aim  at!  To  it  we  should  soon  apply  a  remedy.  Sla- 
very is  theii*  avowed  object, — accursed  slavery!  Doubly  ac- 
©ursed — ^in  those  who  inflict  it,  and  in  its  miserable  victims^ 
WiHin  once  introduced,  for  this ,  no  remedy  would  be  found. 
-—My  fellow  citizens!  for  the  sake  of  whatever  we  hold 
dear,  and  for  the  sake  of  our  posterity — in  the  name  of  reli- 
gion, in  the  name  of  virtue — I  implore  you  to  act  uprightly 
at  the  ensuing  election:— L^t  us  save  our  country/  not  from 
the  evil  of  political  corruption  merely,  but  from  this,  iho. 
(ppnceatration  of  all  Mio  evils  wkich  aflflict  humanity. 


It  i^  to  you  wlio  have  expended  youv  labour  ano  Ci^pital  cio 
perinaiieut  im[)r(»vement.s,  and  considcied  yo-uiselvesj  ^etiiid 
for  life  ill  tiiis  state,  Avilh  your  faniiliis  around  you — that  I 
have  appealed  thus  earnestly,  and  1  trust  not  in  vain,  i  here 
are  others,  and  these  form  a  lava;e  majority  of  the  advocates 
of  this  scheme,  who,  like  birds  of  passage,  belonging  lo  no 
country  in  particular,  look  only  to  the  interest  of  tlie  moRient, 
and  are  prepared  to  vote  for  a  conyention  as  an  ihlet  to  sia» 
very,  under  the  notiini  that  it  might  advance  the  price  of  lard, 
and  enable  them  to  sell  their  farms  to  advantage,  and  mova 
»ff.  And  there  are  persons, — as  1  have  hearo  with  scncw 
and  indignation, — whose  talents  and  standing  entitle  theifQ 
to  consideration,  who  are  availing  themselves  of  this  topic, 
90  important  to  our  fature  well-being,  merely  as  an  engine 
of  temporary,  party  politics- — Sppposiug  (falsely  as  I  be^ 
lieve  and  hope)  tliat  popularity  is  on  the  side  of  slavery,  they 
take  that  side,  and,  regardlesa  of  its  calamitous  consequences, 
they  can-^just  to  gain  an  advantage  over  rivals,  w  ho  are 
supporting  the  cause  of  freedom — prostitute  their  infsuenc© 

to  the  ruin  of  their  country! Such,  I  am  told,  is  the  po- 

iition  taken  by  some  of  the  niost  prominent  and  zealous  sup- 
porters of  a  convention;  and  thus,  felloyv  citizens,  may  our 
dearest  interests  be  trifled  with  by  disappointed  ambition, 
which,  unless  it  can  govern,  will  not  hesitate  to  destroy! 

From  a  sentiment  of  clemency  or  of  kindness,  I  forbear 
naming  either  these  individuals,  or  the  leaders  of  the  fac- 
tion in  the  legislature.  1  arraign  their  proceedings  at  the 
bar  of  the  public:  but  my  controversy  is  w  ith  the  measures, 
not  with  th^  men.  This  pampldet,  shoul-J  it  be  circr.lated 
beyond  the  sphere  of  our  contest,  or  survive  its  decision, 
shall  not  be  the  instrument  of  stamping  witii  ignominy  tl^^ 
memory  of  any  of  my  fellow  citizens^  Hiere  may  be  ex* 
tenuating  circumstances, — infirmity  uf  judgment,  deeply- 
rooted  prejudice,  human  weakness,  in  short,  of  various 
shapes,  moral  and  intellectual,  to  save  from  absolute  base- 
ness of  intention  the  projectors  of  enormous  Hiisciiief.  It  ie 
tnough  for  us  to  see  the  actions  in  their  true  character; — we 
will  leave  the  agents  to  settle  the  account  of  motives  with 
their  own  conscience,  and  proceed  to  consider  w  hat  would 
ke  the  consequences  of  their  success. 

In  regard  to  the  price  of  land,  no  advantage  covld  ei  sue. 
from  the  admission  of  slavery.  A  oi;  might  open  the  nuirl  et 
tp  i>urchaBers  fruai  the  slave  states,  but,  by  so  doing,  ^ ©a 
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would  exclu()c  alt  from  every  state  and  every  coimtiy  who 
are  averse  to  slavery.  The  owners  of  nci^rocs,  who  may 
be  inclined  to  change  their  abode,  have  stronger  inducement^ 
towards  tlie  southern  states  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and 
Louisiana  than  to  ours.  This  is  confirmed  l>y  the  expevi- 
ence  of  Missouri  wheretlie  price  of  land  is  said  to  be  evea 
lower  than  with  us  and  the  difficulty  of  selling  at  least  equal. 
Tlie  want  of  money,  also,  prevails  equally  in  the  neighbour- 
ing slave  states,  an(i  is  quite  snil'icient  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
their  own  lands,  which  is  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to  en- 
able them  to  remove  at  all.  It  is  vain,  therefore,  to  look  ta 
that  quarter  for  many  buyers;  and  it  would  surely  be  impoli- 
tic]; to  coiifijie  the  marl^et  to  a  class  of  purchasers  who  have 
not  tlie  meaiis  of  purchasing,  and  if  they  had  tiie  means  would 
not  briii;^  them  to  us,  but  would  carry  thera  farther  south. 

The  exclusion  of  every  other  class  for  the  sake  of  those 
who  have  neither  the  ability  nor  the  inclination  to  buy,  ab- 
&iird  as  it  would  be,  is  not  the  only  evil:  Many  more 
©states  would  iaimsdiati.'ly  be  offered  for  sale,  so  as  tc 
add  to  the  glut  in  the  market.  For  numbers,  who  had» 
as  they  hoped,  made  permanent  homes  for  themselves  and 
iheir  fe,milLes  in  this  state,  v.ould  hasten  away  at  the  ap- 
proach of  slavery,  disposing  of  their  property  under  eve- 
yy  disadvantage;  aiid  thus,  more  sellers  than  buyers  be 
Ing  create(i  by  this  calamitous  and  foolish  measure,  the. 
price  of  laud  would  fall  even  below  its  present  rate. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  thoughts  to  those  who  would  be 
excluded  by  slavery,  and  we  shall  discover  that  they  are 
far  more  n^imerons  than  those  whom  it  would  invite. 

Multitudes  of  the  fanning  class^  and  others,  in  the  oM 
countries  of  Europe,  (from  whence  we  all  derive  our  ori* 
gin.)  are  at  this  time  drivcii  by  hard  necessity  to  seek 
Ticw  homes.  Their  attention  is  drawn  in  a  particular 
manner  tov/avds  this  state,  as  that  section  of  the  unioi* 
best  adapted  to  their  yiews  and  habits.  It  has  been  re- 
presented to  them,  and  they  look  to  it,  as  a  land  of  free- 
dom; but  if  we  make  it  a  land  of  slaves  they  will  not  come 
here.  "No  matter,"  you  may  reply,  "we  want  no  Eng- 
lish, or  Scotch,  or  Irish,  or  Dutch  settlers."  But  remem- 
ber,  they  will  bring  capital;  the  farmers  will  buy  your 
knd,  if  you  are  disposed  to  sell:  Those  of  other  classes 
will  establish  manufactures  and  create  a  market  for  pro- 
-duce;  and  in    due    time  they  will  all  become,  with  their 


children  after  tliera,  as  you  are,  American  Citizens.  A 
numerous  class  of  purcluisers  from  the  eastern  slates,  wiiO' 
are  beginning  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  advantages  of  our 
prairie  country?  would  also  be  excluded,  as  well  as  the  friends 
of  freedom  in  the  slave  states,  numbers  of  v/hom  would  be 
likely  to  settle  here  if  vre  retain  our  integrity. 

Thus  it  is  clear  that  the  admission  of  slavery  would  ope* 
rate  most  powerfully  against  that  very  interest  \viiich  is  the 
leading  object  with  a  majority  of  its  advocates.  It  would 
throw  many  more  farms  on  the  market,  and  diminish  instead 
of  increasing  the  number  of  buyers. 

But  you,  who  have  at  heart  the  future  prosperity  of  the  state, 
as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  present  liour,  let  me  entreat  you 
to  pause,  and  direct  your  views  a  little  forward,  before  you  al- 
low temporary  motives  to  bias  your  judgment  tov^ards  any 
measure  which  may  favour  the  admission  of  slavery  into  our 
republick. 

Consider,  that  however  small  in  number  and  contemptiblo 
in  moral  or  physical  power  the  negroes  might  be  at  their  first 
introduction,  they  would  increase  in  the  natural  course  of  pop- 
ulation and  by  the  accession  of  fresh  supplies,  in  a  mucli  high- 
er ratio  than  the  whites;  so  that  in  a  limited  period  they  would 
become  in  our  republican  Illinois^  tiie  numfj  v.  ho  are  doomed 
to  labour  for  the  few. 

Between  these  two  classes,  under  (he  most  despotick  go 
veruments,  excluding  slavery,  tiiere  may  and  do  exist  vari- 
ous strong  ties  of  a  political  and  social  nature.  They  blide 
into  each  other  by  insensible  gradations,  forming  no  line  of 
absolute  demarkation.  They  have  sundry  common  interests. 
They  have  family  connexions.  Individuals  are  perpclually 
changing  positions;  the  high  are  reduced  by  extravagance  or 
misfortune;  the  low  advance  themselves  by  industry  and  eo- 
terprize.  Therefore  these  classes  arc  not  naturally  and  of 
necessity  hostile  to  each  other.  In  peace  they  are  friends^ 
and  fellow  soldiers  in  war. 

But  in  a  nation  composed  of  free  wliites  and  negro  slaveSf 
society,  if  it  may  be  called  such,  is  in  a  most  deplorable  con- 
dition. One  portion  nf  the  people  is  separated  from  the  other 
by  an  impassable  barrier,  in  regard  to  all  that  binds  man  to 
man  in  social  fellowship.  Thay  must  riot  eat  together,  or 
pray  together!  There  fti-e  no  intermarriages.  There  is  no 
change  of  position  producing  a  common  sym])athy.  One 
class  possessee— -all;    th©  other — nothing.   '  Th»  kwe  are 
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f3«k«le  by  one  class  and  only  kn'own  to  the  other  hy  their  par- 
^al  severity,  it  is  not  a  repuhlick — this;  it  is  a  confedera- 
cy of  tyrants,  pare  aristocratical  despotism! 

We  may  trail«tVr  the  labours  of  cultivatioii  to  negroes,  but 
ihere  is  a  toil  far  more  seviere  than  the  cultivation  of  the  soil^ 
«)ommencing  from  the  moment  '?f  their  introduction,  from  which 
slavery  cannot  ^e]ie^»e  us,— the  toil  of  protecting  the  morala 
m  oixr  youth  from  contamination  and  our  persons  arid  proper- 
ty from  natural  and  deadly  foes,  whom  we  admit  into  thci 
iieart  of  our  concerns.  We  can  transfer  no  part  of  tiiis  io  the 
negroes.  It  will  be  all  out  own!  It  will  ^'grow  with  their 
growth  and  streiigtlien  with  their  atrcngth"  until  at  length 
even  f^^(PiVcbhdition  may  be  enviable  in  comparison  with  ours. 
Tliese  are  evils  vve  cannot  escape  or  mitigate;  ati  incurable 
and  increasing  plague,  in  exchange  for  virtue,  peace,  and  se- 
curity, which  no  accumulation  of  property  can  ever  compen' 
sate. 

Consider  thie  actual  conditioa  of  the  older  slave  states. 
South  Caj'olina  has  just  escaped  a  dreadful  catastrophe;  Yir- 
ginia  a  few  years  ago  also  escaped.  But  the  fire  is  still  there, 
though  smothered  for  a  time  undfer  the  ashes  of  former  con* 
iagrations.  The  swcird  reriiains  over  their  heads,  suspend- 
eil  by  a  single  hair!  Of  this  they  are  sensible:  witness  their 
painful  preci'cUtions;  the  laws  against  the  education  of  slaves; 
tiie  arms  and  the  barricadoed  dwelliiigs;  witness  the  nightly 
patroles,  pervading  the  country  like  aii  immense  camp. — A 
dreadful  inheritance  is  slavery, — even  for  those  who  inflict  itl 

There  is  no  need  to  expatiate  on  the  evils  of  slavery;  they 
are  too  well  understood  in  thiscouhtry  to  require  description. 
We  all  know— its  advocates  themselves  know — ^that  it  com- 
prehends every  shade  of  crime,  every  degree  of  misery!  Ani 
shall  we,  the  free  citizens  of  Illinois,  hold  forth  our  arms  im 
ambrace  thlH  rnonster?  Shall  we  invite  slavery  with  its  train  of 
crimes  and  calamities,  and  leave  it  a  curse  to  our  posterityj 
for  the  sake  of  a  little  present  convenience— a  little  tempora^ 
jy,  precarious  profit? 

If  such  be  the  case,  as  stated  above,  where  slavery  has 
heeii  so  long  established  as  to  h^ve  become  like  the  natural 
order  of  things,  here^  on  its  forced  introduction,  our  condi- 
tion  would  be  still  more  difficult  aiid  dangerous. 

The  slave  holders  of  Illinois,  w  otdd  suffer  under  the  un- 
ceasing consciousness  tht  their  lands  were  cultivated  and  their 
■ramilid^  surrounded,  not  by  free  and  happy  depeodents,  pa?- 
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taking  ot  the  geneiai  piosperity^  but  by  degraded  creatures^ 
prone  to  theft  and  perhaps  plotting  their  destruction.  This 
they  would  suli'erj  in  common  with  others.  JBut  the  unspeak- 
able abhorrence  in  which  slavery  is  held,  by  a  great  prop(»r- 
tion  of  their  fellow  citizena,  who  took  rbFuge  in  this  state  as 
an  asyluiu  from  that  calamity,  would  render  it  impossible  to 
carry  into  effect  the  brutalizing  system  by  which  alone  these 
devoted  beings  are  kept  down  when  their  numbers  become 
considerable. 

Having  founded  our  constitution  on  the  inalienable  rights 
Qf  man,  and  entered  into  a  compact  with  each  other  >tnd  with 
the  general  government  that  slavery  shall  not  hereafter  be  in- 
troduced, it  will  be  vain  to  urge  its  legality,  although '^  short- 
sighted majority  should  obtain  its  admission.  As  well  might 
they  legalize  robbery  arid  murder! 

Its  introduction  would  always  be  felt  l)y  a  very  large  part 
of  the  community  as  an  invasion  of  their  rights;  they  v.  ou'd 
View  it  as  it  stalked  through  the  land,  m'ith  a  horror  and  im- 
patient loathing  as  they  would  the  intrusion  of  ah  armed  foe. 
No  laws  on  the  subject  could  assuage  the  sense  of  injury  in 
the  minds  of  those  persons,  or  repress  the  indignation  tSiey 
would  experience  on  beholding  tlieir  fellow  creatures — bought 
and  sold  and  trampled  upon;  no  fears,  as  to  consequences, 
could  restrain  them  from  the  expression  of  then'  sentiments. 
Hence  perpetual  animosities  and  hatred  would  prevail  be- 
tween neighbours,  destroying  all  social  enjoyment,  and  that 
fellow  feeling  among  the  citizens  which  is  essential  to  the  gen- 
eral happiness  and  prosperity,  would  cease  for  ever. 

A  people,  on  assuming  the  exercise  of  its  rights,  may  dis- 
cover wrongs  in  its  old  institutions  which  it  cannot  redress 
without  the  hazard  of  still  greater;  or,  the  influence  of  cili- 
tora,  or  of  avarice,  or  of  ignorance  in  a  portien  of  the  commu* 
munity,  may  prevent  it. 

Thus  it  was  with  the  colonies  on  their  emancipation  froni 
Oreat  Britain.  Anlong  the  institutions  of  their  society 
there  existed  a  system  of  wrong,  which,  for  some,  or  all  of 
the  causes  above  assigned,  was  not  redressed.  That  system 
ivas  slavery.  It  was  not  actually  tolerated  by  the  constitution, 
©r  meant  to  be,  as  no  exception  in  its  favour  appears.  Th« 
©vii  was  suffered  to  exist,  because  it  could  not  be  destroyed. 

Under  the  sacred  transcript  of  universal  rights  oh  which 
the  people  of  the  United  States  founded  their  constituion,  if 
U  had  Bot  pre-eJU9t«d  iu  the  gooimuaii^;  it  could  not  have  beeo. 


iatT«duced;  they  ctuld  not  have  created  slavery;  nor  cao  the 
people  of  Illinois  create  it  for  the  aame  reason. 

It  is,  moreover,  expressly  prohibited  in  this  state,  not  only 
by  our  own  compact  above  alluded  to,  but  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  Cougress  providing  against  its  introduction  into 
the  North  Western  Territory  or  the  statei  formed  therefromj 
which  ordinance  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  according  to 
article  6  of  the  constitution  of  th«  United  btatet  which  is 
as  follows: 

^^This  constitiitian  and  the  laws  of  the  United  Stateg  tthich 
shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof ,  and  all  treaties  made  or 
vphich  shall  be  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the  judges  in  every 
State  shall  be  bound  thereby y  any  thing  in  the  constitution  m^ 
laws  of  any  state  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.'^ 

Those  v/ho  settled  in  the  Illinois,  before  it  became  a  state, 
received  a  pledge  from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  ordinance  of  1787>  that  slavery  could  not  be  introduced. 
When  the  constitution,  in  conformity  with  the  ordinance,  was 
accepted  on  that  condition,  others,  in  great  numbers,  repaired 
to  this  as  a  free  state,  and  established  themselves  in  it 
with  entire  confidence.  They  had  selected  for  their  abode, 
a  country  free,  ns  they  thought,  from  the  pollution  of  ilavery 
and  by  its  constitution  ever  to  remain  so. 

With  this  calamity,  under  which  their  txistence  would 
be  a  burthen,  they  are  now  threatened,  and  the  mere  ap- 
prehension throws  a  gloom  over  their  prospects.  What 
©an  the  advocates  of  slavery  gain  by  its  introduction,  to 
put  in  competition  with  the  evil  and  injustice  th6y  would 
inflict  upon  these,  their  fellow^  citizens? 

And  is  there,  then,  nothing  fixed,  nothing  secure,  in  the 
foundation  of  ©ur  social  compact?  The  blessings  promis- 
ed by  a  free  coastitution,  can  they  be  taken  from  us  and 
the  greatest  of  curses  given  in  their  room,  because  pur- 
blind avarice  may  have  gained  a  temporary  ascendancy? 
Were  it  an  aflfair  of  interest  merely,  how  opposite  soever 
to  my  judgment,  it  might  take  its  course.  Having  stated 
my  opiiion  I  could  submit  in  tranquillity.  But  there  are 
principles  too  sacred  to  be  infringed  even  by  a  majority, 
on  the  plea  of  interest,  or  on  any  plea;  and  thii  is  such 
a  principle.  To  alter  and  amend  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  is  and  ought  to  be  the  work  of  the  majority, 
but  not  to  destroy  it.     ' 
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We  arc  a  aociety  of  free  men:  Our  fundameutal  law^ 
know  no  such  being  as  a  slave.  In  this  state,  every  inha- 
bitant is  free  by  ri  :ht,  derived  from  a  power  paramount  to 
all  majorities.  Freedom  is  the  basis  of  our  social  compact: 
a  majority  can  regulate  the  institutions  founded  on  this  basis, 
but  the  basis  itself  is  impregnable  Necesiity,  <*the  Ty- 
rant's plea,''  in  those  states  where  slavery  is  established, 
•upports  the  distinction  of  freeman  and  slave^  a  distinction 
abhorrent  to  reason,  to  religion,  and  to  nature!  Mere  wc 
have  no  such  plea,  and  our  constitution  admits  no  such  dis- 
tinction. If  a  majority  have  the  power  of  affixing  the  brand 
of  slavery  on  one  portion  of  the  community,  where  is  the 
limit  of  this  power?  What  portion  is  safe?  What  security 
i*emains  f©r  you  or  for  me,  if  we  chance  to  be  in  the  mino- 
rity? 

I  trust,  fellow  citizens,  I  am  not  mistaken  in  my  estimate 
•f  your  general  good  sense  and  honourable  feeling.  But  if 
t-hoi»e  persons  whose  proceedings  in  the  legislature  have 
caused  this  alarm,  are,  in  fact,  a  representation  of  the  mi' 
jority,  the  friends  of  freedom  have  yet  a  strong  hold  in  the 
vast  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  of  which 
we  form  a  comparatively  insignificant  portion.  To  this 
great  and  enlightened  community  we  have  our  final  appeal; 
ind  if,  to  the  indelible  disgrace  of  this  Government,  such 
an  appeal  should  be  necessary,  it  must  he  effectual.  In  ad- 
dressing you,  I  speak  as  a  citizen  of  this  particular  section, 
confining  my  view  to  our  own  proper  duty  as  regards  this 
question.- — We  are  also  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and, 
in  that  capacity,  have  our  share  in  th»  compact  between 
Congress  and  this  state,  at  its  admission.  I  refrain  from 
discussing  tlie  validity  of  that  instrument,  in  regard  to  both 
the  contracting  parties,  not  from  the  smallest  doubt  on  the 
subject,  but  because  it  is  for  us  to  do  our  own  business,  aud 
render  a  recourse  to  it  unnecessary. 

The  annals  of  the  republick  afford  no  precedent  of  a 
people  degrading  themselves  by  reverting  to  slavery;  a  sys- 
tem which  is  the  abhorrence  of  the  civilized  world,  and  ao- 
knowledged,  by  all,  to  be  the.  bane  of  national  prosperity 
and  private  happiness.  In  other  statesj,  the  changes  which 
have  taken  place  have  been  on  the  side  of  freedom.  And 
ahall  we,  young  as  we  are,  cause  the  only  blot,  the  only 
blurred  page  in  the  history  of  the  Union? 

Takft  a  vicAV  of  the  staters  wliich  Jiavo  emancipated  th^m- 
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selves,  and  conapare  them  with  the  slave  states:  Look  at 
the  state  of  Ohio,  and  compare  it  with  Kentucky .  Here  are 
experiments  on  a  large  scale  for  our  instruction,  so  uniform- 
ly decisive  against  slavery,  that,  if  it  were  an  affai^  of  sim-^ 
pie  calculation,  a  qucstitin  of  political  arithmetick  merely, 
common  sense  would  teach  us  to  reject  it. 

How  tlie  man  of  small  property  fares  in  a  slave  state  I 
cannot  describe  from  personal  observation,  but  I  have  learn- 
ed so  much  on  the  subject  from  those  who  have  experienced 
it,  that  1  presume  uo  poor  man  of  sound  judgment  and  in- 
dependent spirit  can  desire  the  introduction  of  slavery.  To 
labour  for  his  living  among  slaves,  or  to  labour  at  all  where 
tbe  idea  of  slavery  is  so  blended  with  labour  as  to  commu= 
nicate  to  it  a  something  of  disgrace,  would  he  a  sad  ex- 
ciiange  to  a  very  large  proportio;i  of  the  citizens  of  this 
state,  where  labour  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  in  higb  and  ho- 
nourable estimation,  and  the  sure  road  to  independence. 
I  have  heard  that  the  condition  of  the  poorer  description  of 
citizens  in  slave  states  is  truly  miserable:  they  are  compell- 
ed to  undergo  much  painful  and  degrading  service  in  keep- 
ing  down  the  slaves,  for  the  protection  of  their  w  ealthy 
neighbours,  who  form  a  sort  of  upper  class — a  set  of  lordly 
personages,  who  assume  considerable  state,  and  look  down 
upon  the  industrious  man  who  earns  his  living  by  the  sweat 
of  his  own  brow. — And  a  poor  living  it  is  that  can  be  so 
earned  in  a  slave  country: — for,  although  it  is  demonstrable 
that  slava  labour  is  dearer,  all  things  considered,  than  the 
labour  of  freemen,  yet,  where  the  former  prevails,  the  lat- 
ter is  not  in  request;— so  that,  unless  in  the  pitiful  oifice  of 
overseer  or  negro  driver,  the  free  labourer  has  not  much 
chance  of  employment.  Fellow  citizens!  you  will  reflect 
seriously  on  these  things,  and  vote  accordingly. 

Let  us  now  compare  the  actual  wealth  of  a  free  state  with 
that  of  a  slave  state,  containing  the  same  number  of  inhabi- 
tants, and  possessing  equal  capital  Suppose  the  number 
to  be  800,000,  and  half  the  population  of  the  latter  to  be 
slaves.  One  hundred  thousand  negroes  would  be  the  first 
line  of  the  account  of  national  wealth  with  the  advocate  of 
slavery.  His  opponent  would  reply,  that,  as  the  wealth  of 
a  nation  consists  chiefly  in  the  skill,  strength,  and  industry 
of  its  productive  population,  the  value  of  those  individuals 
is  not  increased  by  their  being  slaves: — that  the  wealth  of 
the  state  receives  no  addition  in  consequence  of  the  produc- 
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live  class  being  held  as  the  propei-ty  of  the  vmproductiive. 
But,  admitting  them  to  be  property,  iie  ^vould  aU(\^e,   tiiat 
one  hundred  thousand   of  the  citizens  in  the  free  state,  the 
projjertif  of  themselves^  are  to  be  considered  as  wealth  to 
the  communtty,  equal  to  that  number  of  negroes  in  ll»e  shnc 
state;  and  being  more  industrious  and  efficient  as  labfiurcra, 
would  place  the  balance  greatly  in  favour  of  tiie  free  state. 
Suppose    the  capital  in  each  to  be  forty  milli- 
ons of  dollars,  it  would  consist,  in  the  slave 
state,  of  a  population  of  9  00,000  T^egroes, 
of  all  ages,  at  »00  dollars  per  head         -      820,000,000 
Other  property  -  -  -  20,000,000 

S40,000,000 
In  the  free  state  it  would  consist  of  tl;8  proper- 
ty of  S00,000  free  persons      -  -         -     840,000,000 
400,000  free  persons  valued  at  the  same  rate 

with  100,000  Negroes,  -         -         -        20,000,000 

Kxtra  value  of  the  labour  of  a  free  popnlation 
compared  with  a  population  of  Masters  and 
Slaves  *I0,000,00G 

870.000,000 

Thus  it  appears  that,  with  equal  capital  and  pcjpulation, 
a  free  state  is  nearly  twice  as  wealthy  as  a  i^Uve  state. — But, 
in  the  materials  of  happiness— in  moral  riclies — in  tl  e  spirit 
pervading  the  community — liow  great  is  Ihe  ccnlrast! 

In  the  land  of  slaves  there  is  despotic  {(iver,  crgtnder- 
ing  pride  and  cruelty,  fomented  by  avarice:- — There  is  ccn- 
temptof  labour,  encouraging  inriolence  and  its  ccn  panioris, 
dissipation  and  profligacy,  on  the  cne  harid; — en  Ihe  other 
there  is  brutal  ignorance; — human  forms,  strij  ped  of  all 
that  is  estimable  in  human  character:  or,  if  aught  remains 
of  the  nobility  of  man,  it  is  thai  incurable  hatred;  that  ob- 
stinacy not  to  be  conquered  by  torture,  and  that  Ihirst  of 
vengeance,— which  assume  the  place  of  virtues  in  the  bosum 
of  a  slave,  and  convert  him  into  a  demon. 


•  The  difference  would  be  much  greater;  because  the  labour  of  the  white 
population,  in  a  slave  state,  is  of  little  account:  Free  labour  retires  from  slavery 
as  silver  from  a  base  currency.  The  Overseers  and  a  niul  it ude  of  domestic 
slaves  are  also  to  be  deducud;  and,  where  negroes  are  numerous,  it  is  labocr 
enough  for  the  whites  to  watch  their. 
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Tn  the  iVeo  stale,  the  vices  inseparaMe  from  tyranny  ape 
tlnknown  oi*  strangled  at  their  birth;  the  meanness,  or  the 
malignity,  produced  by  oppression,  have  no  place  there. 
There  man  holds  liis  proper  station;  he  looks  np  to  no  su- 
perior but  in  virtue  and  knowledge; — and  down  upon  no  ab*^ 
ject  dependent. 

Tl>e  contrast  does  not  end  here:  Moral  degradation  has 
its  re-action,  and  is  riot  confined  to  the  degraded  class.  The 
vices  of  the  slave  have  their  counterpart  in  those  of  the  mas- 
ter.  The  female  slaves,  sunk  below  the  restraints'  of  moral 
decorum,  and  their  honour  deemed  beneath  the  cognizance 
of  law,  become  a  nursery  of  vice  in  every  family,  and  a  ge- 
neral dissoluteness  of  morals  is  the  consequence. 0» 

the  part  of  the  whites  this  horror  is  superadded:  they  con- 
sign the  fruits  of  tlieir  licentiousness  to  the  miseries  of  per- 
petual bondage,  and  their  own  flesh  becomes  the  object  of 
unnitural  and  unhallowed  tralfick! 

At  wiiat  degree,  on  the  scale  of  turpitude,  shall  we  place 
the  naau  w)io,  knowing  these  things,  can  be  induced  by  sor- 
did interest,  to  place  iiiraself  and  his  posterity,  his  neigh- 
baars  and  Ills  country,  in  such  a  predicament?  and,  if  a 
vote  should  carry  the  question,  every  man  who  holds  up  his 
hand  in  favour  of  a  canvention  that  should  introduce  it,  may 
hereafter  consider  himself  as  the  author  of  all  the  miseriee 
atid  the  crimes  with  which  slavery  would  cover  this  fair  por- 
tiou  of  the  globe.— ^plf  it  fails,  as  I  trust  will  be  the  case, 
be  will  then  have  to  reproach  himself  with  having  been  e. 
partaker  in  the  iniquity  of  the  design. 

The  evils,  mjral  and  political,  with  which  our  fellow  ci- 
tizens of  the  slave  states  are  afflicted,  are  not,  let  us  ever 
hear  it  in  mind,  of  their  own  creation:  They  were  entailed  upon 
them  by  the  ignorance  or  the  avarice  of  their  predecessors, 
and  permitted  by  the  impolicy  of  the  British  government, 
which  departed  from  its  own  principles  in  its  colonial  legis' 

lation. We  now  stand,  in  regard  to  the  state  of  Illinois, 

in  the  place  of  those  early  settlers  of  the  old  states  from  whom 
the  curse  of  slavery  has  beeu  handed  down  to  posterity,  and  of 
that  government  which  countenanced  its  establishment.  But 
there  is  a  difference  between  our  position  and  theirs— 
in  our  favour,  if  we  act  justly,  and  to  our  accumulated  dis- 
grace, if  otherwise.  A  century  of  bitter  experience  lias  ex- 
posed the  abominations  of  the  practice  to  the  whole  worldj 
and  we  cannot  now,  as  they  might,  avail  ourselves  of  the 
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^^  {)f  ign*raiice.— lu  the  present  day,  where  is  the  man 
who  will  stand  up  in  defence  of  the  principle  of  slavery? 
Inured  to  it  by  education  and  habit,  chained  to  their  slaver} 
as  their  slaves  are  chained  to  them,  there  aie  many  truly  re- 
spectable persons  who  yield  to  it  as  a  matter  of  necessity, 
from  Vv'bich  they  see  no  way  of  escape,  and  they  act  as  well 
as  they,  can  in  their  circumstances.  Under  the  shelter  of 
tlieir  example,  others  who  are  not  of  that  character  are  la- 
bouring to  spread  the  evil — and  they  merit  the  execration  cf 
all  mankind  for  the  attempt,  whether  they  succeed  or  not. 

The  happiness  of  the  slave,  whose  good  fortune  lias  given 
him  a  benevolent  master,  is  brought  forward  in  triumphant 
oomparison, — not  with  the  happiness  of  the  freeman, — but 
with  his  sulTerings  when  uuder  the  scourge  of  adversity; — 
and  we  are  to  admit,  from  this  partial  and  false  view  of  the 
subject,  that  slavery  is   preferable   to   freedom!  TYi2  man 
whose  heart  remains  uncon'upted  by  the  possession  of  abso- 
lute power,  is  an  honour  to  his  kind.     A  society  of  such 
men  would  have  little  Deed  of  the  restraints  of  law  and  go- 
vernment.    But  how  rare  is  the  virtue  tisat  is  proof  against 
circumstances  so  pre-disposing  and  impelling   to  vice!    It 
raises  its  possessor  greatly  above  the  averi.ge  of  his  fellows 
— Happy  the  slave,  if  slave  he  must  be,  who  falls  into  such 
kands.     Man  is,  howover,  at  best,  a  frail  creature,  subject 
to  caprice,  and  liable  to  error  and  imposition,  and  therefore 
■•t  to  be  trusted  so  far:  he  is,  moreover,  mortal,  and  ha& 
not  the  means  of  transmitting  his  virtues,  together  with  his 
slaves,  to   his  descendants.     How   must   th«   hand    of  the 
jood  man  tremble,  and  his  heart  sink  within  him,  when,  at 
the  close  of  life,  he  is  about  to  commit  to  the  power  of  a 
8on,  the  reverse  of  himself,  those  defenceless  beings  whom 
he  has  soothed  by  his  kindness  into  a  forgetfulness  of  their 
bondage!  Thus  is  slavery  a  thing  to  be  rejected  even  in  its 
mildeit  character. 

Persons  who  do  not  defend  the  principle  of  slavery,  haxt, 
stated  in  defence  of  its  extension  into  new  countries,  that 
diifusiou  of  the  black  population  is  a  mitigation  of.  the 
evil.  Without  examining  this  argument,  I  shall  merely  ob- 
serve, that,  whatever  may  be  its  value,  it  does  not  apply  to 
our  case; — it  is  vot  the  motive  which  operates  on  the  ad- 
vocates for  slavery  in  this  state,  and  supposing  it  were 
the  motive,  as  they  have  no  right  to  serve  others  at  our 
exp«&5Q^  it  caaatt  &»  adaiitted  as  an  a{)ology  lor  the  oat' 


1^ 

fjtgs  they  would  inflict  on  their  fellow  citizens. — In  the 
next  place,  it'  we  admit  that  diifusiou  might,  in  a  supposed 
case  of  crowded  population,  lessen  the  immediate  pres- 
sure, that  case  has  not  yet  been  made  out.  Where  slaves 
are  most  numerous,  1  believe,  they  are  also  at  the  highest 
priee,  and  are  not,  therefore^  likely  to  be  transferred  to  a 
country  wher^  they  are  of  less  value.  In  the  third  place, 
Ihe  niMv  states  to  the  south,  with  the  addition  of  Mis« 
aoiiri,  besides  immense  tracts  of  uncultivated  lands  in 
Gciorgia,  ICentucky,  &c.  afford  ample  scope  for  the  di^ii' 
Mf})i  of  slavery,  without  breaking  faith  with  the  United 
Btiites,  and  the  friends  of  freedom  in  Illinois,  by  admit- 
ting it  here. — -Therefore  the  argument,  such  as  it  is,  has  no 
rehition  to  Us.  Yet,  if  the  scheme  of  these  benevolent  dif- 
iusers  of  slavery  included  a  plan  for  its  gradual  but  certain 
and  effectual  abolition,  their  proposals  would  deserve  atten- 
tion. Their  plan,  on  the  contrary,  tends  to  its  indefinite  conti- 
nuance, as  well  as  extension.  In  the  licentiousness  of  as- 
sertion, which  seems  to  be  indulged  on  this  subject  beyond 
most  others,  as  is  natural  where  there  is  no  basis  for  sound 
ar^-uraent;  it  is  ad.ded  by  reasoners,  who  ought  to  blush  at 
the  absurdity,  that,  whilst  diffusi on  mitigates  the  misery  of 
slaceSy  it  does  not  add  to  their  number.  Are  there  fewer 
slaves  in  the  five  old  slave-holding  states  than  existed  pre- 
vious to  the  settlement  cf  Kentncky,  Tennessee,  Alabama^ 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri?  Was  Europe,  or 
even  Africa,  drained  of  inhabitants  by  peopling  America? 
Those  provinces  of  Spain  which  contributed  most  to  the 
settlenient  of  li^outh  America,  increased  in  population  be- 
yond the  rest  of  the  kingdom.  I  las  not  the  extension  or 
di fusion  of  the  general  population,  from  thirteen  states  to 
twenty-four,  increased  the  number  of  people  in  this  repnb- 
lick?  It  is  a  fact  established  by  experience  that  vacancies 
made  by  emigration  are  filled  up  by  the  stimulus  of  a  more 
favourable  proportion  between  the  means  of  subsistence  and 
the  number  of  inhabitants;  and  whilst  a  population  is  creat- 
ed in  a  new  country,  the  old  country  is  relieved — and  the 
effect  of  this  relief,  in  giving  a  spring  to  population,  is 
even  greater  than  its  numerical  amount;  so  that  the  pa- 
rent state  becomes  more  populous  by  disseminating  her 
oTspring  Slave  population  increases  according  to  thft 
same  law:  if  diffusion  witigates  their  sufferings^  it  iucreaaes 
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their  number,  and  the  room  they  leave  behind  them  is  soch 
filled  up,  as  in  other  cases. 

But  such  is  the  criminality  of  slavery,  and  s*)  completely 
has  that  criminality  been  exposed,  that  it  seems  to  rae  to 
be  incumbent  on  all  mankind  who  are  blessed  with  free- 
dom, to  protest  against  the  ordinances  of  the  government 
which  tolerates  it,  without  providing  for  its  abolition,  and 
to  "make  common  cause  in  favour  of  their  degraded  brc^ 
thren  in  every  country.  The  principles  of  universal  jus- 
tice are  clear,  and  the  duty  of  resistance  to  oppression,  en- 
graven on  every  heart,  is  inseparable  from  the  duty  of 
aiding  the  weak  wlio  are  unable  to  protect  themselveSc 
This  would  better  merit  the  appellation  of  a  Hol>j  MIU 
ance  than  a  combination  of  sovereigns  in  support  of  Le- 
gitimacy. The  very  principle  is  now  in  operation,  in  re- 
gard to  the  African  slave  trade.  Little  more  than  twenty 
years  ago,  that  commerce  was  sanctioned  by  the  British 
government.  Fifteen  years  have  haidly  elapsed  since  it 
was  tolerated  by  the  United  States.  It  is  now  condemn- 
ed as  piracy  by  both  these  governments,  and  they  have 
invited  other  nations  to  join  them  in  the  employment  of 
force  for  its  extirpation.  The  trade  in  slaves,  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  United  States,  (in  art.  1.  sect.  9.  of  the  con- 
stitution, veiled  under  the  term  "Migration"),  was,  toge- 
ther with  the  African  slave  trade,  guaranteed  against  pro- 
hibition until  the  year  1808.  The  latter  has  been  abo- 
lished and  declared  a  capital  oflPence;  and  if  the  principle 
and  practice  of  the  former  were  examined,  they  would  be 
found  to  differ,  not  at  all  in  kind,  and  but  little  in  enor- 
mity. The  time  surely  approaches  when  the  virtue  and  in- 
telligence,  diffused  through  this  republick,  will  no  longer 
sustain  the  inconsistency  of  tolerating  fhe  American  slave 
trade,  and  ^punishing  the  *ifncan  as  felony/  I  crave  your 
indulgence  for  this  digression^  and  shall  now  draw  to  a  con- 
clusion. 

What  think  you,  fellow  citizens,  is  the  compensation 
proposed  by  the  persons  who  have,  at  the  expense  of  repu- 
tation and  integrity,  made  those  extraordinary  efforts  for  the 
admission  of  slavery?  We  have  seen  that  it  cannot  favour 
the  sale  of  land,  but  will  have  a  contrary  effect.  We 
know  that  the  pecuniary  distress  of  the  neighbouring  slave 
states  is  greater  than  ours.  Produce  is  so  low  as  hardly 
^  pay  tiie  chai'g«s  of  carrying  it  to  markets     The  demand 


jf  the  old  countries,  in  their  present  condition,  is  not  equal 
to  the  superabundance  of  the  new;  and  forcing  cultivation^ 
hi  the  new  countries,  by  the  labour  of  slaves,  is  not  likely 
to  mend  tiife  matter.  The  natural  and  easy  remedy  fortius 
inconvenience,  (to  call  it  an  evil  would  be  ingratitude)  is, 
to  create  a  market  at  home,  by  applying  ourselves  to  manu- 
factures. But  slavery  would  increase  the  embarrassment, 
and  obstruct  the  operation  of  the  remedy.  To  what  motives^ 
then,  can  their  zeal  be  imputed,  except  the  love  of  arbitrary 
power,  and  aversion  to  industry — and,  with  a  few  ambi- 
tious characters,  political  rivalship? 

The  following  positions  have,  I  think,  been  fully  e^- 
tablislied:  That  a  conveation,  held  in  pursuance  6f  the  mea- 
sures described,  would  be  unconstitutional  and  illegal,  and 
therefore  of  no  just  authority; — because  it  has  not  been 
pioposed  to  the  people  by  a  consritutiorial  majority  of  their 
representatives,  but  v>'as,  vn  the  contrary,  twice  negatived 
by  iSilch  a  majority: 

That  the  admission  of  slavery  would  iacrease  our  present 
diiTicuUies,  by  lowering  the  price  of  land  and  produce-^ 
and  would  be  destructive  of  the  future  prosperity  of  the 
state, '  and  happiness  of  the  people,  especially  of  that  very 
iuimerous  class  of  citizens  who  are  pos^sed  of  but  small 
property,  and  whose  wealth  consists  in  their  industry: 

That  it  cannot  be  introduced  but  by  breaking  down  the 
barrici^  of  law  and  justice — which  are,  1  ti'ust,  on  too  firm 
a  basts  to  bs  disturbed  by  the  intrigues  of  a  corrupt  faction. 
You  will  therefore  agree  with  me — that  we  are  bound  by  ho- 
nour, interest,  and  duty,  to  vote,  at  the  approaching  elec- 
tion, for  NO  CONVENTlONo  -      : 

I  was  just  laying  dowp  my  pen,  when  1  recollected  a 
strange  sentiment  entertained  by  some  persons,  who,  having 
been  brought  up  among  slaves,  have  not  reflected  much  on 
the  nature  of  true  liberty — that  we  are  not  free,  because  our 
constitution  prohibits  slavery — that  this  country,  governed 
by  laws  of  our  own  making,  where  every  man,  unless  he 
be  a' criminal,  is  as  free  as  another,  is  not  a  free  country — 
in  fine",  that  the  state  of  Illinois  is  not  a  free  state,  be- 
cause we  have  decreed  that  none  but  fyeemen  shall  in- 
Siabit  it t—— 7- According  to  their  opinion,  if  part  of  the  peo- 
ple held  the  other  part  in  bondage,  could  buy  and  sell 
them,  and  goad  them  to  labour  like  cattle,  Mew  it  would 
be  a  free  country.      But  freedom,    if   it  exists  in  reality^ 


extends  to  all,— it  is  the  right  to  do  every  thiug  hut  in- 
jury, and  the  erijoyment  of  protection  froni  hting  injured. 
Without  this  restraint,  on  the  one  hand,  and  this  protec* 
tion  on  the  other,  liherty  is  an  empty  sound.  Dilierence 
of  colour  makes  no  difference  in  the  nature  of  oppression, 
or  in  the  crime  of  inflictiiig  it;  and  that  only  is  a  free  coun« 
try  where  every  man  in  it  is  protected  from  oppressicn. 

In  this  happy  and  most  honourable  condition,  of  equal 
freedom  and  protection,  we,  the  citizens  of  Illinois,  now 
stand.  It  is  the  first  rank  of  human  society — the  last  and 
meanest  is  that  of  Master  and  Slave,  to  which  the  tran- 
sactions of  an  w?; constitutional  majority  are  intended  to 
degrade  us.— For  myself  1  submit  to  no  such  humiliation. 
To  me  and  mine  the  entrance  of  slavery  would  be  the 
signal  of  departure,  and  to  many  others.  It  would  be  a 
sentence  of  banishment  to  us,  of  exclusion  to  countless 
thousands,  and,  to  those  w  ho  remain,  of  irretrievable  de- 
basement. 

To  ward  off  this  most  calamitous  result,  1  confide,  fel- 
low citizens,  in  your  integrity  and  good  sense;  for  I  think 
you  will,  on  considering  the  subject,  join  me  in  opinion  that 
the  principles  of  justice  and  humanity,  in  this  case  as  in  all 
others,  are  the  principles  of  wisdom — and  that  cold-heart- 
ed,  selfish  politicians  are  the  greatest  foels  upon  earth. 


M.  BIRKBECK 


POSTSCRIPT 


At  sua-rise  on  this  Fourth  of  July,  18B3,  when  the  ptai 
ries  and  the  woods  are  resoundmg  with  peals  of  triumph,  I 
address  the  following  serious  expostulation  to  the  attention 
of  my  fellow-citizens,  as  my  part  in  the  service  of  this  festive 
day. 

The  practice  of  slavery,  by  a  people  exulting  in  their  own 
freedom,  is  a  melancholy  instance  of  human  depravity  or  in- 
consistency, and  shows  how  we  may  become  reconciled,  by 
custom,  to  the  deliberate  perpetration  of  the  greatest  injustice. 

The  right  to  hold  a  maii  or  a  woman  in  bondage  can  only 
arise  from  forfeiture  of  liberty  by  the  individual  so  held; 
but  it  is  impossible  that  this  forfeiture  can  extend  to  tlieir 
posterity.  For  example,  should  slavery,  by  the  will  of  the 
majority,  be  introduced  among  us  we  could  only  put  it  iu 
practice,  justly,  ujton  the  persons  of  criminals,  who  had  so 
forfeited  their  freedom,  under  the  laws  of  that  society  frt-m 
which  we  procured  them,  and  of  this  fact  we  must  obtain  ir- 
refragable testimony. 

Supposing  any  number  of  these  wretched  outcasts,  of  both 
sexes,  to  be  received  by  us  arid  employed  on  our  plantations, 
what  sort  of  claim  could  we  set  up  against  their  child leii? 
Could  the  united  votes  of  all  the  citizens  in  the  state  consign 
a  single  infant  to  bondage  because  its  parents  had  committed 
crimes  and  suifered  the  penalty?  Tt'he  chi\d,  born  of  these 
parents  would  have  the  same  natural  rights  with  our  own 
children;  the  same  indefeasible  inheritance  from  nature  'of 
life,  of  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness;"  and  w<  uld 
have  an  additional  title  to  kindness  and  protection  hom  the 
unfortunate  circumstances  of  his  birth.  What  would  be  tl  e 
course  of  justice  in  regard  to  such  children?  Their  parents 
having  no  political  rights,  they  would  be  received  as  orphans 
into  the  arms  of  a  virtuous  and  honourable  society:  they  would 
be  the  children  of  the  publick,  and  be  treated  with  that  ten- 
derness to  which  the  orphan  has  an  irresistible  claim  fr!»m 
every  human  being  with  a  heart  uncorrupted. 

No, — fellow-citizens! — all  the  power  wf^he  commi  I'ity, 
directed  to  this  single  point,  could  not  extend  lie  ii::i»^  »f 
slavery  beyond  the  individual  who  lias  forfeited  hi«  iieedoiis 
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In  regard  to  emigrations  we  should  probably  exclude  ten 
by  slavery  for  one  that  it  would  bring  in. 

If  we  expect  money  we  mast  not  look  to  the  slave  holders, 
for  they  will  bring  only  negroes:  whereas  emigrants  from  the 
east  or  from  Europe  all  bring  money,  more  or  less. 

If  we  wisii  to  sell  land  the  dilference  is  still  in  favor  of  a 
free  emigration.  The  slave  owner  will  purchase  from  Con- 
gress; eastern  or  European  emigrants  are  more  likely  to  buy 
improvements. 

Produce  would  be  lowered  in  price  by  the  introduction  of 
slavery:  because  slave  holders  witli  their  negroes  are  all  pro- 
ducers. Other  emigrants  will  be  partly  consumers,  who  by 
introdacing  ittiniifactures  and  dollars  to  be  expended  in  la- 
bour, will  create  a  homa  market  for  produce  and  increase  tnc 
price. 

So  that  in  every  view  in  which  we  can  place  it,  indepen- 
dent of  moral  considerations,  slavery  would  be  againS'  our 
interest.  But,  if  all  the  arguments  of  a  temporary  and  infe- 
rior interest  were  as  much  on  the  side  of  slavery  as  they  are 
opposed  \o  it,  what  are  they  in  comparison  with  the  'iiiseriee 
and  abominatibns  which  are  its  inseparable  companions? 


M,  BIRKBECK. 


